
BOROUGH OF HADDONFIELD 
242 Kings Highway East 
Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MARCH 14, 2022 

 
The Commissioner Work Session of March 14, 2022 meeting was called to order at 6:32 
p.m.  The meeting was held in person in the Borough Hall Auditorium.  The announcement 
of Public Meetings was read by the Administrator. In attendance were Mayor Bianco 
Bezich, Commissioner Roche and Commissioner Troy, the Borough Administrator, Borough 
Solicitor, and Borough Clerk.  
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich the made a motion to open the public comment period, which 
was seconded by Commissioner Roche.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
During the public comment portion of the meeting residents from the Homestead 
Avenue area made a presentation to the Commissioners.  The Administrator reviewed 
the history of the water issues in this area and the bidding process that has been 
conducted to-date.  Currently, the bids received to deal with this issue are coming in 
approximately $940,000 over the initial estimate that was used for budgeting purposes.  
The current bids did come in under the revised estimates that were provided before we 
went back out to bid.  In order to award this bid we would need to find funding for 
approximately $670,000.  The Administrator then reviewed two options for funding this 
additional amount.  It was also noted that this is one area in town that has a flooding 
problem regardless of the intensity of the storm.   
 
JP Maloney, Mt. Vernon Avenue, then gave a history of the issues as a resident, showing 
pictures of the flooding that typically occurs in the area whenever it rains.  He then asked 
the Commissioners to approve the installation of the proposed  “vault system”, which he 
believed actually came in much cheaper than anticipated in the initial 2020 Stormwater 
Options Report. 
 
Alexandria Lugiano, Barberry Lane, talked about the impact of the water on the tree root 
systems and the safety issues caused by the flooding.  She has lived here for 2 ½ years 
and has had to deal with severe flooding about 10 times already, which included water 
coming in to their home. 
 
Joseph Pugh, Barberry Lane, stated that they have also have water issues within their 
home.  Mrs. Anne Pugh noted that their home had previously belonged to her parents 
and the water issues have not improved since he owned the home. 
 
William McGrory, N. Hinchman Avenue, commented on his daughter’s car being totaled 
due to the flooding when parked in the street, and his has been damaged by water while 
parked in his driveway.  He has lived here for approximately 20 years.  He finished by 
stating that this project won’t get any less expensive than it is now. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich thanked the residents for their input on this issue. 
 



Robert Berman, Kings Highway West, spoke about an event he would like to hold in Kings 
Court for the Haddonfield Crew Club to raise money entitled Dogs of Haddonfield, where 
residents could vote for their favorite picture of Haddonfield Pets.  He would like to hold 
this event on May 7, 2022, but is willing to change the date to something that would work 
best.  The Commissioners agreed to the event in concept and asked that additional 
details be provided, as well as a change in date as that is the same date as the Mayor’s 
Wellness Kick-off event. 
 
Philip Zoebisch, Indian King Tavern Museum, provided a brief outline of the change in 
items that they would like to request for the June 4th Skirmish event being planned:  1) 
closing of Kings Highway from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for PATCO to Grove Street; 2) closing 
of Mechanic Street for an afterparty starting at 9:00 a.m. to dusk; and 3) the group would 
also want to allow exhibits on the sidewalk or in the street.  Mayor Bianco Bezich advised 
that she would follow up with them before the March 28th meeting.  She needed to talk 
with the Police Department on safety concerns before approving.  In addition, they are 
asking for another date (June 1st) for their speaker series in the auditorium at borough hall 
leading up to the June 4th Skirmish. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then made a motion to close the public hearing portion of the 
meeting.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then approved 
unanimously. 
 
Eric Johnson, Farragut Avenue, was then asked to present his request to the 
Commissioners regarding the placement of a basketball hoop in the right-of-way at his 
property.  He spoke about the positive aspects of this hoop on his street.  He noted that 
he was not aware that there was a request process that he should have followed, but 
was just doing what he had seen done in other areas.  Commissioner Troy asked if there 
were any plans to put other sports items at the curb, to which Mr. Johnson replied 
negatively.  Mayor Bianco Bezich asked why a permanent hoop was chosen rather than 
a moveable one.  Mr. Johnson explained that this was done because it cost less to do it 
this way.  The Administrator asked if there would be an issue if other children started using 
the hoop.  Mr. Johnson stated that the more children playing there the better.  A possible 
need for an agreement holding the Borough harmless for any damages if the borough 
of other vehicles damaged the hoop was discussed.  The Mayor referenced concerns 
about the safety of kids playing in the street and possibly doing so after dark, and even 
if there is an agreement holding borough harmless there could still be lawsuits that the 
borough would have to deal with.  Commissioner Roche also explained his reasons for 
deciding to not approve this use.  Commissioner Troy advised that he would vote to 
approve this use as there is very light traffic in that area.  In his opinion a group of kids 
playing basketball in the street was no different than other kids playing in the street.  
Mayor Bianco Bezich advised that Mr. Johnson would have a final answer by the March 
28th meeting. 
 
The Commissioners then formally discussed the Homestead Avenue drainage project.  
The Administrator provided more history of this area, as well the likelihood of pricing going 
up higher, and potential supply chain issues.  She agreed that the price is higher than 
budgeted, but a bond ordinance for the difference could be introduced at the next 
meeting, or the American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds could possibly be used for the 



difference.  She reminded the Commissioners that this is an area the Borough has always 
had water issues in.  After extensive discussions the Commissioners agreed to use the ARP 
funds to award this project for Base Bid #2, which provide for less inconvenience to the 
neighbors in the area.  Additionally, a meeting will be held with the residents affected 
before the March 28th meeting to determine whether or not to move forward with the 
sump pump collector system. 
 
The Commissioners reviewed the General Event Permit Applications from following 
individuals, companies or organizations who have requested use of Borough property: 

1. First Church of Christ Scientist – requesting the use of the auditorium for a free 
lecture entitled “Spiritual Discovery: In a Time of Upheaval” on Saturday, June 11, 
2022 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners approved 
the application. 

2. Robert Berman, Haddonfield Crew Club spoke again on their request, noting that 
people could vote for their favorite dog both in person and online.  The 
Commissioners agreed, noting that the date can be finalized at a later date. 

3. Ed Naumes, Environmental Commission member on behalf of the Rotary Club of 
Haddonfield, asked for permission to hold an e-waste collection in the Borough 
Hall parking lot.  This would be held on Saturday, April 9th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. with time before and after for set up and break-down.  After a brief discussion 
the Commissioners agreed to approve the application.  It was also agreed that 
Mr. Naumes would work with the Communications Director to get the word out. 

4. Partnership for Haddonfield, Inc. (PfH) – two events: 
a) Requesting to hold the Fine Arts and Crafts Festival the weekend of July 9th and 

10th.  The Executive Director noted that this would be the 28th year for this event.  
The Police Chief then noted what had been done regarding the road closures 
in the past.  The Administrator commented that trash collection would also 
have to be arranged, which would be charged to the event.  Mayor Bianco 
Bezich noted that the contract with the Renaissance Craftables still needed to 
be reviewed by the Solicitor.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed 
to approve the application. 

b) Girls’ Day Out on Thursday, April 12th from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  They are 
looking to use either Kings Court or Haddy Lane for giveaways, balloons, photo-
ops, etc.  The Commissioners agreed to approve the application. 

5. Haddonfield Little League – requesting three (3) events: 
a) Friday, April 1st is Opening Night from 4:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
b) Saturday, May 14 is the Home Run Derby from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
c) Saturday, May 14 they are requesting permission for the Little League Parade 

from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. with the route being from the Presbyterian Church 
to the Little League Complex. 

The Commissioners agreed to all three event applications. 
6. Haddonfield Public Library – the Library is requesting, as a backup location in case 

of rain, the use of the Borough Hall Auditorium on Sunday, April 10th from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. for the Children’s Author Greg Pizzoli.  The Commissioners approved the 
application. 

7. Haddonfield Newcomers Club – requesting two (2) events, both of which are for 
their members only: 



a) Saturday, April 9th (with a rain date of April 10th) – a Family Easter Egg Hunt from 
1:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the lower portion of Wheeler Park at Upland Way and 
Colonial Ridge, along the high-speed line.  The Commissioners approved the 
event, but requested the location be moved up further into the park due to 
the construction occurring at Upland Way.  They also asked the Clerk to 
confirm that this event is only an Easter Egg Hunt. 

b) Saturday, April 23rd (rain date April 30) – Pilates Class from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at Library Point.  The Commissioners approved the application. 

8. Haddonfield Y’s Me Club – are asking to bring back the Easter Egg Hunt on April 
16th from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Crows Woods.  Both the Recreation Director 
and the Soccer Association have indicated that there are no conflicts.  The 
Commissioners approved the application. 

9. United Stated Tennis Association (USTA) – requesting use of the tennis courts for 4-
5 Sundays from April 24 to July 10 from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for a tennis league.  
The actual dates will be determined later in April.  The Commissioners approved 
the application. 

10. Haddonfield Garden Club – they are looking for space in Kings Court for their 
annual fundraiser – Annual Herb & Perennial Sale on Saturday, May 7th from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The Mayor advised that this is the same date as the Mayor’s 
Wellness Kick-off, but they can work together for these events. 

11. Pedego Electric Bikes – would like to hold a Pedego Palooza on Friday, May 27th 
from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  They have requested a portion of Kings Highway to be 
closed.  They are looking to create a Memorial Day celebration with food trucks, 
music and give aways and would like to include other businesses in this event as 
well.  Mayor Bianco Bezich asked if they had talked with PfH Events Committee.  
The Administrator suggested that they meet with the Police Department as well.  It 
was agreed to have a meeting set up with the three entities. 

12. Indian Kings Tavern requests –  
a. The Commissioners approved the additional speaker event to be held in the 

Borough Hall Auditorium on June 1st starting at 7:00 p.m. 
b. Skirmish – concerns were expressed regarding their additional requests.  The 

Mayor suggested that the Police Department should meet with them to review 
these additional items and come back with a recommendation to the 
Commissioners.  Concerns were also expressed about the closure of Mechanic 
Street and the lack of details of what was being requested for this location. 

13. HMHS Peer Leadership – request for closure of Kings Highway in front of the high 
school for food trucks and a movie night on Thursday, June 8th (rain date on June 
9th) from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Concerns were raised over the time being 
requested.  The Police Chief asked who would be paying for police services for 
this event.  It was agreed that the Police Chief would meet with them to discuss 
the issues involved with this event. 

14. Haddon Fortnightly Evening Membership Dept. – requesting to hold the Snowflake 
Run event on Saturday, December 3rd from 6:00 a.m. to noon.  They would be using 
the certified course out of Crows Woods.  The Commissioners approved the 
application. 

15. Central PTA – 5K run for Saturday, June 11th from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on a route 
in the neighborhood by the school.  The Commissioners approved the application. 

 



The Administrator then asked the Commissioners to consider passing an ordinance to 
disallow truck traffic on Mechanic Street.  In the past two years the Borough has had to 
repair the brick wall twice, had a truck run over an outlet and damage a tree, and in the 
past week we had someone hit the two sign posts at the end of Mechanic Street 
damaging the one significantly enough that is has to be replaced.  We have been able 
to determine who did the wall damage two years ago, but have yet to receive 
compensation from their insurance company.  To the best of our knowledge in all 
circumstances they have been delivery vehicles for Passarellos.  The Police are going to 
put a portable camera in that area to determine if there are any other delivery trucks 
that would be affected by such a ban.  For the previous store at the Passarellos location, 
we had been able to make accommodations to allow for deliveries on Kings Highway.  
No final decision was made at this time, but the Commissioners agreed that they would 
look into the issue. 
 
A request from the Police Department to look at amending the current overnight parking 
regulations.  Currently, these permits are assigned to a specific vehicle and residents must 
shuffle cars around to ensure that the one with the permit is parked in the street if they 
do not have enough room in their driveway for all their vehicles.  They have a specific 
resident asking to be allowed to purchase a permit for each of their three vehicles so 
they wouldn’t have to shuffle the cars every night.  The Administrator advises that this 
could potentially mean that all three vehicles are parked in the street with no vehicles in 
the driveway.  Commissioner Troy suggested using hanging permits that could be 
switched from one car to another.  No final decision was made at this time. 
 
The Commissioners then reviewed a request from the Police Department to sign a 
proclamation for an employee who is retiring on April 1st after 48 years of service.  The 
Commissioners agreed to doing such a proclamation. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed issues that involved the foundation of the Little House in 
the Borough parking lot, where several years ago one of the foundation walls partially 
caved in when Interfaith Caregivers was still occupying that site.  At the time temporary 
supports were added at that time to address the situation.  Between Interfaith Caregivers 
deciding to move out and the COVID pandemic, as well as escalating prices for repairs, 
no final decisions were made to make these repairs.  In 2020, it was decided to 
permanently close the Information Center in Kings Court.  It has been determined that 
this would be the perfect location for the PfH office.  However, the Construction Official 
feels the building is unsafe until the repairs are made.  She asked the Commissioners if 
they would be willing to spend the money necessary to make the repairs, previously 
budgeted at approximately $120,000.  If they were not interested in doing so she 
suggested trying to selling the building for someone to move to another location, or it 
could be torn down.  She did note that approximately 90 years ago the property owner 
at that time donated the land to the Borough.  The home was torn down and the 
municipal building was built closer to the street.  It was believed the Little House was 
moved up to its current location from further back on the property where it was used as 
servant’s quarters.  Due to that history, there may be some pushback for tearing down 
an historic structure.  The Commissioners all agreed to do the renovations.  Commissioner 
Troy stated that we would need to show the need for the use of the building and that 
grant moneys were available to help defray this cost.  The Administrator advised that 



there were State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) grants that could be applied for, as 
well as through the County for Historic funds. 
 
Next, the Administrator advised the Commissioners that the Borough had received an 
email from a company that enters into agreements with municipalities to install charging 
stations on municipal property at no cost to the municipality.  She has met with this group 
to discuss their offer.  Additionally, she had received the RFPs used by two communities 
in New Jersey that have used the company to install these in their towns.  It was noted 
that there is a cost share of revenue with the municipality, which is initially 10-15% until the 
company has covered the cost of the installation.  She suggested that this could be done 
in the current grass area along Allen Avenue and Wilkins Avenue, as well as possibly in 
the mini-mall parking lot.  The Commissioners indicated that they would be interested in 
pursuing this idea, possibly during the summer. 
 
The Commissioners were then advised that in the past the Borough has participated in 
the South Jersey Power Cooperative to obtain better pricing for our various energy costs.  
This Co-op is reaching out to their members to see if they are interested in participating 
in a new bid.  We would need to pass a resolution and provide account documents by 
mid-April.  The Administrator recommended remaining in the co-op.  Commissioner 
Roche stated that he would like to look into other options that may be more beneficial 
before passing such a resolution.  The Commissioners agreed to hold off at this time. 
 
The revised Noise Ordinance was then reviewed.  The Solicitor advised that the requested 
changes had been made to the document, which was sent to NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection (NJDEP), who has subsequently approved the revised 
document.  Questions were raised about who would be enforcing the ordinance, the 
Borough or the County Board of Health.  Mayor Bianco Bezich agreed that this was a step 
in the right direction, but we should reach out to other municipalities who have adopted 
this ordinance to see how they are enforcing it.  It was agreed to be added to the March 
28th meeting agenda. 
 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that she would like to set up budget 
meetings separately from other work sessions.  She will work with them to obtain dates for 
these meetings. 
 
The March 28th meeting agenda was then reviewed.  No changes were made at this 
time. 
 
Lastly, a request for the Girl Scout Troop to add a date in April for selling cookies in Kings 
Court.  Their previous dates were cancelled due to weather.  The Commissioners 
approved the schedule change. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then made a motion to go into closed session at 9:34 p.m.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Roche and approved unanimously.  The topics 
discussed were Bancroft developer negotiations, Board appointments, lawsuit updates, 
Shade Tree Commission ordinance potential changes, property purchase, and sidewalk 
issues in the downtown area. 
 



The Commissioners returned from closed session at 11:01 p.m. where the motion had 
included adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


